S RED DEVIL VR6 GOLF RAG
FAUTY PARAE

™ he steren,” laughs Anthony
Carpignano, pointing
floorward, %is there”We
fallow his finger o a point st
8- in front of the rear wheel,
whera-a fat exhaust pipe sticks through a

huge sill mage of folded metal. He's right, too.

In action-tfie car makes an utterly fantastic
npis€, It can be heard in v sdeo footage on
www,carpi.ghe-on track at Franice’s Circuit
Drjon Pmﬂ(’ms The racket is a glorious
hiwhfiz, accompanied by the swishing of a

farge turbo in action, You wouldnt think it was

2 VR6, as jttloes a fair impression of an F1
mator diring the glorious turbocharied gay:
of e early 1980s,
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In fact, this car.owes a great deal to His
fascinating peniod in F1 hittory. To get

5a0bhp through the front wheels and keep

a Mk3-Golf on the ground at the resulting
speeds requires guite complicated
aeradynamic trickery. *Underneathy 7 says
Anthony, “is a big piece of carber, for the
downforce.” His-English isn't perfect, but he
is describinghe undertray part of a ground
effect syefem, which ac‘l' like 2 huge
inverted underfloor ynp to suck the car
downward at spegd. The most visible part
of this system,i$ the massive rear diffuser,
which smoothes the air rusheg away from
the rear to reduce speed-sapping
turbulence. In case yoyfaven't quite got

the meb%uga/boul lhls car's purpose, the

_~outlandish carhon arp{ alloy rear spoiler

bears the word 'downforce’ in big rannaly
Angfiony would be the first to admit thak
hisGolf will never win anmy ?)éauly contests,
but he simply'doesn't care. lts job is tg win
trophies, ard this it does very wel |qdeeu.
Despite his racing being interrupted’
recently by the relocation of his Zurich-
based company Cg{u; Tuning, Anthony has
e a reasonable showing in this year's
Cup touring car series, |f also gains
egular podium places in Tunet Grands Prix.
Ten years,ago this was a standard Mk3
following year Anthony and /
tarted Carpi Tuning and the caj

; /




5 specialibes 1s devels 0pINg.
ting as much of its stuff

1, induding a pressurised cold-air fee

zhitweight plastic, the roof, boet and rear
wings are still made from steal, retained to
keep mass in the tail. Despite this, the car
is a-featherweight 1012kg on the scale
And nb; your eyes aren’t deceiving you.
There is Sof Mhmb distinctly odd about the
nase of th f. The bonnet droops

forwards and down in bad-boy-style, but for
purely aerodynamic reasons. Anthony

wanted smooth airflow over the lip for

al, lity and to crea

t air out through 'a |d{[.‘
rket headlamps lurk be
but set further forward than usual
extra air pasgage into the engine
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Tt
to 186mph. In fact, it
rapid that the




WINGsCreen wiper n
it |

een employed here. KW coilo
bump and rebound adjus!
n heavy-duty springs. Th
fully 5 geometry, and
Anthony has set what seems an incredible
e of negative camber. To meet the
pe wheels working hard, the

1 and
eels are
massive: 9.5x18" at the front and 10x18"
at the rear, wearing 250- and 255-section
slick tyres respectively. Anthony also uses
dif compounds for the front and rear
tyres, to er hone the car's comering
characteri . very clever indeed.

The very size of the wheels, plus the fact
that they are set as wide as possible to

aximise the track width, dictated that fat
eekarch extensions were required. Again,
these were never going to be just stick-
parts and they presented Anthony
another great opportunity. He built
badywork out behind the rear arches in
big corner wings, which add
to the downforce and help
smooth turbulence for less

TYRES,
CORNERING
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DUB DETAILS

disturbance in corners. “Also,” he says,
stuffing his hand inside the gaping maw of
one, “hot air is drawn out from the brakes
and tyres.” This is mirrored at the front,
where small carbon fibre splitters stick out
of each corner in another effort to.smooth
airflow round the nose. Large nacelles
direct the cool air to the front brakes, too.

And fordy, what brakes they are. The
370mm dists and six-pot calipers are a
Brembo system, originally specified for
Parsche's Cayenne. With the Pagid front and
Ferodo rear pads up to temperature, they
are brutally effective and fade-free.
However, to stay safe. Anthony has them
setup in a two-circuit-system. Naturally there
is none of that pissy-footed ABS nonsense
here, just a big, manly bias adjustment
sitting in front of the driver's seat.

In-fact there isn't much else surrdunding
the driver. Carpi has taken the concept of
the spartan interior to its logical extreme,
Thee only remnant of dash is the shell of an
instrument binnacle carved from a Honda,
in which sits a couple of dials wearing the
Carpi logo. These are bolted to the cross

~bar of the roll-cage, as are smaller gaugés

showing boost pressure, oil temperature
and, curiously, exhaust gas temperature.

There is one Sparce-seat in place, although
terrifyingly, a chassis is beft in situ for 2
passengér chair for the ultimate in
white-knuckle rides. If you want to escape,
the door furniture has been pared down to
a length of plastic-coated wire, held in
place by webbing.

The Red Devil, as this Golf is known, is
a curious maching in the context of the
styling-obsessed Dub scene. It ain't pretiy,
bt it has to be one of the fastest, most
insanely ballistic Golfs inthe world. And the
best thing is, it will never be declared
finished. “There is always something we
can improve,” says Anthony with an ¥
obsessive look in his eyes. The worlds of
F1, Touring Car recing and the Veedub
scene meet in this mcredible automobile,
Since the video footage of it in motion went
up on the Web, debate has raged. Many
think the film is sped up to make the action
seem faster, Others believe there is no way
a VRE Golf can take Lamborghinis and
Porsches to pieces. It dbes seem
improbable that the Tar we know as the
Golf's middie-age spread can out-gun a
high-spec Impreza as though itwere about 1
to achieve flight but take it from us, it can, / |
Feelthe downforce, Luke @




NEVER WIN BEAUTY CONTESTS:
ITS JOB IS TO WIN TROPHIES




